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ABOUT US 
The Carice Singers is emerging as one of  the 
most distinctive vocal ensembles in the UK, 
defined by its unique sound and imaginative 
choice of  reper toire. 

 
Founded in 2011, the ensemble immediately began to 
focus on Elgar’s part-songs, naming itself after the 
composer’s daughter and only child. Carice Elgar Blake 
(1890-1970) was a huge source of support and 
inspiration to her father. Just as she showed a quiet but 
resolute sense of duty in securing his legacy, so is the 
group committed to promoting curiosity and appreciation 
for its ever widening repertoire amongst people of all 
ages.  

  
The Carice Singers’ recordings for Naxos and the BBC 
Music Magazine have been praised for their “captivating 
interpretations” (Choir & Organ Magazine) and 
“beautifully belnded tone” (The Guardian). The choir has 
performed in the UK, Ireland, Finland and Germany, and 
has now been invited to both the Cheltenham Music 
Festival and the Oxford Lieder Festival for two 
consecutive years.  



 

GEORGE PARRIS 

“With George Parris in charge, creative interpretations  
can be anticipated.”                                
CLIVE PEACOCK, LEAMINGTON COURIER 

Having now lived, studied, and worked as a choral 
conductor and ensemble singer in Helsinki for three 
years, George Parris has undergone a radical 
transformation in his knowledge of choral repertoire 
and understanding of the subtle differences in musical 
culture across different countries. 

He founded The Carice Singers only a few days after 
his eighteenth birthday and acted as the choir’s sole 
Artistic Director, Conductor, and Manager for its first 
eight years, making his first recording for the Naxos 
label aged 20.  

His recent studies at the Sibelius Academy, Helsinki, 
have seen him assist his main teacher, Nils 
Schweckendiek, in a project with the Croatian Radio 
and TV Choir, work under such visiting teachers as Sir 
Roger Norrington, Justin Doyle, and Paul Hillier, and 
observe professional choirs in Germany, Denmark, 
Sweden, Latvia, and Estonia.  



  

ASSOCIATE COMPOSER: 

MATTHEW WHITTALL 

Canadian-Finnish composer Matthew Whittall is a 
hugely exciting addition to the team. Inspired by 
natural phenomena, poetry and landscape art, his 
music combines the Old and New World, Western 
and non-Western, sacred and secular, classical and 
folk. 
 

“I’m thrilled to begin this relationship with The Carice 
Singers. Their fresh, pure, youthful sound is hugely 
inspiring for a composer, and their varied and 
sensitive programming takes listeners on journeys that 
forge poetic links across nations and centuries”.  
 

The Carice Singers has commissioned a new multi-
movement work from Matthew for which he has 
chosen to set verses from Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
Songs of  Travel. The piece will receive its world 
premiere in 2021 as part of our programme ’Songs 
of Travel’. 
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NORDIC REFLECTIONS: 
ELGAR & SIBELIUS 

   
   

  

Edward Elgar                Love’s tempest Op. 73, No. 1 
                                         Serenade Op. 73, No. 2 
Jean Sibelius  Min rastas raataa (The thrushes’ tolling) 
                           Aamusumussa (In the morning mist) 
Elgar                                          The Prince of sleep  
                                         Death on the hills Op. 72 
          My love dwelt in a northern land Op. 18, No. 3  
Sibelius                                    Rakastava (The lover)  
Elgar                                         Love  Op. 18, No. 2 

Interval  
h 

Sibelius  Män från slätten och havet (Men from plain and sea) 
Elgar                                  Four part-songs Op. 53 
Sibelius                               Four part-songs Op. 18   
Elgar                  The shower & The fountain, Op. 71 

 

   70 mins, excluding an interval 
   16 singers and conductor 

Elgar and Sibelius, two composers often paired together  
in orchestral programmes, meet here within a purely choral   
context. Although the two world-famous composers never 
met, and came from opposite ends of Europe, they shared 
a number of influences, traits, tensions and peculiarities 
which are reflected in their music. Both wrote choral songs 
throughout their careers that were taken up enthusiastically 
by the public, and which show considerable variety and  
ingenuity.  



 

SONGS OF TRAVEL 

 

Josquin Des Prez              Virgo salutiferi 
Arnold Bax               Five Greek folksongs 
Alex Freeman                  Calle sin nombre 
Galina Grigorjeva                 In Paradisum 

 
Interval 

Benjamin Britten              Hymn to St Cecilia 
Matthew Whittall               Songs of Travel 

 
 

                           

 

1 hour, 
exclud-

As the theme of migration continues to be a major 
talking-point in the world today, this programme    
contains music about travel written by migrant or    
nomadic composers, ending with a new commission by 
Matthew Whittall.  

The programme also marks the 500th anniversary of 
the death of Josquin Des Prez, perhaps the first     
notable migrant composer of his generation. The 
third piece, by another naturalised Finnish composer, 
gives a voice to the asylum-seeking victims of the 
controversial family separation policies imposed on 
them by the current US government. 

70 mins, excluding an interval 
16 singers and conductor 



 

SAME OLD LOVE 

 

During the early twentieth century composers across 
Europe were joining a wider artistic urge to recreate 
the cultural atmosphere of the Renaissance. Here are 
three enchanting examples from France, Italy and 
England, in each case prefaced by chansons and 
madrigals from their Renaissance forebears. What 
ties them all together: love and its many mysteries, the 
potency of which seems not to have diminished.  

Guillaume Dufay          Je vueil chanter de ceur joyeux  
                                Par le regard de vos beaux yeux  

Claude Debussy   Trois chansons de Charles D’Orléans  

Claudio Monteverdi                  Si, ch’io vorrei morire  

                               Zefiro torna e’l bel tempo rimena  

Luigi Dallapiccola                 Due cori di Michelangelo       
                                                Buonarroti il giovane             

John Farmer                             Fair Phyllis I saw sitting  

Thomas Weelkes                                   Lady, your eye  

Thomas Morley                                   Miraculous Love 
                                           My bonny lass, she smileth 

E. J. Moeran                               Phyllida and Corydon 
 
   70 mins, excluding an interval 
   12 singers and conductor 



 

MUSIC’S MEASURE 

 

Arvo Pärt, currently one of the world’s most famous     
living composers, owes his technique to the simple but 
nonetheless rigid method of tintinnabuli. This programme 
sets one of Pärt’s most iconic tintinnabuli works amongst 
other choral pieces based upon formulas, proportions 
and sequences, encountering some perhaps unexpected 
names towards the beginning! The concert ends with 
Dufay’s ceremonial motet allegedly written to match the 
design of Brunelleschi’s Duomo in Florence.  

Edward Elgar                    There is sweet music 
Guiseppe Verdi                              Ave maria  
Johannes Ockeghem    Missa Prolationem, Kyrie  
Johannes Brahms    Einförmig ist der Liebe Gram  
Urmas Sisask                                Deo Gratias  
Josquin Des Prez                   Inviolata, intergra 
György Ligeti                                Lux aeterna 
Jean Mouton                              Nesciens Mater 
Arvo Pärt                                        Magnificat 
Antonie Busnois                                In hydraulis 
Guillaume Dufay                 Nuper rosarum flores 

     
   1hr, excluding an interval 
   16 singers and conductor 



 

IN PARADISUM 

 

Henry Purcell        Hear my prayer, O Lord  
Galina Grigorjeva    O Light, from Vespers 
Henry Purcell                 Funeral Sentences  
Carlo Gesualdo       Tenebrae Responsories  
                        i. Sicut ovis ad occisionem 
                                  ii. Jerusalem, surge 
                            iii.  Plange quasi virgo 

  
Edvard Grieg    Fire Salmer (Four Psalms) 

Galina Grigorjeva               In Paradisum  
 

70 mins, excluding an interval 
16 singers, conductor, and chamber organ 

A programme of ethereally expressive music which 
views death as only the start of our journey into        
paradise. Music by Russian-Estonian composer Galina 
Grigorjeva envelops equally spellbinding pieces by    
Purcell, Gesualdo and Grieg. In fact, Grieg’s sublime 
Fire Salmer, which we perform in the original           
Norwegian, was his final composition. This programme 
would work especially well in a late-night, candlelit    
setting with the performers making full use of the venue.  



 

SACRED & PROFANE 

 

St Godric                        Sainte Marye Virgine 
                                          Crist and St Marie 
                            Sainte Nicholas, Godes Duth 
Benjamin Britten                  Hymn to the Virgin 
J.S. Bach                             Jesu, meine Freude 

Anon. 13th Century              Sumer is icumen in 
Benjamin Britten     Sacred and Profane Op. 91 

  
50 mins, without an interval 
10 singers and conductor 

A programme for ten singers weaving between        
profound faith and flippant profanity. Featuring the 
earliest known songs in the English language, J.S. Bach’s 
existential motet, and two examples of Britten’s love of 
Medieval English from either ends of his career. It should 
move and delight in equal measure, and would be      
especially good in springtime.  

PRE-CONCERT TALKS & WORKSHOPS 

With every programme we offer a free pre-concert 
talk or audience workshop given by the conductor and 
often the singers too. In dialogue with the audience,  
we investigate the music and ask why it exists.  



 

 RECENT RECORDINGS 

John Ireland & E. J. Moeran:  
Choral Music  
Naxos 8.573584 (July 2016) 
 

“I cannot fault this CD. The choral singing by 
The Carice Singers supported by their musical  
director George Parris is inspired.” 
JOHN FRANCE, MusicWeb International  
 

“vigorous attention to detail and …           
beautifully blended tone.”   
FIONA MADDOCKS, The Guardian 

Peter Warlock: Choral Music  
Naxos 8.573227 (July 2014) 

“‘Glows with warmth, every phrase buffed and 
burnished with careful musicality” 
ALEXANDRA COGHLAN, Gramophone 

“The Carice Singers are totally at one with this 
repertoire, [...] captivating interpretations” 
SHIRLEY RATCLIFFE, Choir & Organ Magazine 

Frederick Delius and Arnold Bax:  
Choral music  
Naxos 8.573695 (May 2017) 

MusicWeb International “Recording of the Month” 
“Superb … a stunning disc in every aspect … 
virtually faultless. Intonation and diction are 
perfect.” 
ROB BARNETT, MICHAEL WILKINSON, & 
JOHN FRANCE, MusicWeb International 
 

”The performances are top-notch throughout” 
JAMES MANHEIM, AllMusic.com 

CONTACT US  

GEORGE PARRIS 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
Email: george@thecaricesingers.co.uk  

T. +44 (0)7735 547262 
 

JACOB EWENS 
PROJECTS ADMINISTRATOR 
Email: info@thecaricesingers.co.uk  

 
For the latest news and details of our concerts,  visit our website or follow us 
on Facebook or Twitter.  

www.thecar i cesingers.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/TheCariceSingers 
www.twitter.com/carice_singers 
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